Fairbank: Unusual External Semilunar Cartilage
Mr. JENNER VERRAL )suggested that before destroying pronation and supination in this way it was worth trying to stabilize the ulna by transplanting the extensor carpi ulnaris tendon into a deep groove cut on the inner side of the ulnar head. He had had success by the use of this method. PATIENT, a boy, aged 14, complained that his knee gave way. Nine months previously his knee suddenly gave way and he fell during a tug of war. He continued to pull. No definite locking. Since that time his knee gave way whenever he ran. Pain is at back of joint, which is always slightly swollen. Knee snaps when at about an angle of 1000 during flexion: something jumps at outer side of ligamentum patellh. At operation the external semilunar cartilage was found to be very broad, so that the external condyle of the femur could not articulate directly with the tibia. The inner border of the cartilage, normally free, was reduced to a short length, and this quite close to the spine of the tibia. In front, the outer margin of the cartilage was loose and attached only to the infrapatellar fat for about a quarter of its length ; behind it was firmly attached to the tibia for a quarter, i.e., as far back as the region of the external lateral ligament. On this being liberated the cartilage came freely forward, showing that the posterior part of the free border was unattached until the posterior end was reached. The cartilage was divided as far back as possible and its anterior three-quarters removed. The cartilage is almost as broad as it is long.
Specimen of Unusual
Mr. W. R. BRISTOW suggested that the anterior quarter had been torn from its attachment and that the snapping was thus explained. He also thought that the looseness in the posterior part was merely an increase of the normal freedom of the cartilage in the region of the popliteus tendon.
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